In March 2013, 53 scientists from three continents and a range of disciplines, including anthropology, ethology, evolutionary biology, neuroscience, political science and psychology, attended a week-long workshop at the Lorentz Center of Leiden University entitled 'Obstacles and Catalysts of Peaceful Behavior' (Figure 1 ). The meeting followed in the footsteps of a symposium and roundtable at the XXV International Ethological Conference in Vienna in 1997 on post-conflict behaviour (de Waal, 2000) that inspired the edited volume 'Natural conflict resolution ' (Aureli & de Waal, 2000) . The Leiden meeting expanded the concept of natural conflict resolution into a concept of natural peace. Peace is seen here as behavioural process and includes, but is not limited to, mutually beneficial cooperation, helping, sharing, and limiting aggression and restoring tolerance in its aftermath. How and why did these peaceful behaviours evolve and persist? What is their function and how do they develop? Following up on the discussions in Leiden we invited 14 participants at the Leiden meeting and 17 other experts in the field to offer some answers to these questions by means of a contribution to this special issue. While each article stands on its own in terms of its particular contribution to the field, the articles complement each other by offering views from different disciplines within the framework of Tinbergen's four questions. Tennyson's "nature red in tooth and claw" and Huxley's 'gladiator show' reflect a view of animal life as unmitigated violent competition. This view has been tenacious in steering research on animal behaviour toward a focus on how individuals maximize their fitness through competition. This approach is incomplete, however. Biologists have long known that cooperation is a significant life force and have studied it at multiple levels of biological organization, from cooperating organelles within a single cell to ecological mutualisms among species. Renowned zoologist and geneticist Lynn Margulis commented in this context, "Life did not take over the globe by combat, but by networking", in other words, by cooperation, interaction, and mutual dependence among living organisms (Margulis & Sagan, 2001) . Research conducted during the past four decades shows that mutually beneficial peaceful behaviours appear in a wide range of species. Explaining how and why such peaceful behaviours have evolved and persist, what triggers them, and how they develop, presents a challenge for behavioural science. Niko Tinbergen anticipated this challenge and called for the application of ethology's questions and methods (Tinbergen, 1963) to the study of "War
